THE ABYSSINIAN FIASCO
Abyssinia was the last African state to preserve
its independence, although it was surrounded and
cut off from the sea by Italian, French and British
territories. Naturally its powerful neighbours had
repeatedly cast covetous eyes upon it. But the
British, after sending an expedition into it in
1868, to dethrone King Theodore, had again
evacuated it. The Italians had attacked it in the
eighties of the nineteenth century, but had
suffered several severe and humiliating defeats.
The French had built a railway from their har-
bour, Jibuti, to Addis Ababa, and so controlled
access to its capital. In 1906, in the heyday of
secret diplomacy, when Lord Grey was conclud-
ing conditional partition-treaties concerning any
country that anyone coveted and in which Eng-
land had an interest, Abyssinia, like Morocco,
Turkey and Persia, became the subject of an
agreement of the standard pattern between Italy,
France and Britain. That is to say "it being the
common interest of France, Great Britain and
Italy to maintain the integrity of Ethiopia . - .
the interests of Great Britain and Egypt in the
Nile Basin, more especially as regards the regula-
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